
B E T W E E N / T H E / L I N E S • FALL 2009

6

BENEFITS TO THE DESIGN/BUILD SOLUTION FOR NEW PARKING GARAGE

CONSTRUCTION By Len Tsupros, President, Carl Walker Construction, Inc.

As seen in the May 2009 Issue of Mid Atlantic Regional Journal

Construction expenditures for hospitals, universities and corporations
are coming under close scrutiny as budget dollars are shifting. Owners
considering new parking garage construction are showing an increasing
interest in the Design/Build solution.

DESIGN/BUILD FOR NEW PARKING STRUCTURES

With the Design/Build approach, the owner hires a construction firm who
handles the design, engineering and construction. The design, budget
and timeline are prepared as one package.

“From a cost savings standpoint, Design/Build is ideal for new parking
garage construction because it lowers engineering costs by eliminating
multiple layers of engineering consultants,” states Len Tsupros,
President of Carl Walker Construction, Inc. “It also lowers construction
costs by shortening the construction time.”

Today, with construction budgets being reduced and very closely monitored,
Design/Build is becoming a smart solution because it delivers a quality
design for less money by offering a streamlined process and comprehensive
service through one single source.

In addition to parking garage Design/Build and restoration solutions,
mixed-use parking precast structures are also becoming more appeal-
ing, especially where public dollars are allocated. Mixed-use parking
structures help generate a tax revenue for cities and localities. Instead of
a parking garage just serving a single-purpose, retail and commercial
space are incorporated into the garage. A recent project for Carl Walker
Construction, Inc. is the Cork Factory Garage. This garage accommo-
dates 427 parking spaces for the newly redeveloped historic Cork Factory
Apartments in the strip district of Pittsburgh, PA and also provides 60,000
sq. ft. of retail space.

Carl Walker Construction, Inc. built Washington Crossroads –

an 850-space garage in 2006, using the Design/Build method in

Washington, PA as part of the city’s revitalization.

The benefits of Design/Build parking garage construction include:

• One point of contact – for design, engineering and
construction responsibility.

• Time savings – since the design and construction
phases overlap.

• Price certainty – the price can be established before
the owner solicits proposals for construction.

• Cost control – since the builder is involved in the design
process, and has control over the design features.

• Owner avoids conflicts and disputes – because the
designer and builder are part of the same entity.

• Better risk management – since the design and
construction are performed by the same entity.
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DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE

CARL WALKER CONSTRUCTION BUILDS THE NEW RIVER WALK ALONG THE ALLEGHENY RIVER
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Whether you are considering a new park-

ing structure project or have an existing

one in need of repair or restoration —

Carl Walker Construction, Inc. can help!

From concept to completion we have

the experience, technical capabilities

and personnel required to provide single-

source solutions for a wide variety of

parking structure project requirements.

Carl Walker can provide comprehensive

construction services as:

• Design/Builder

• General Contractor

• Specialty Contractor

Call Carl Walker Construction, Inc.

today for a free evaluation of your

project requirements!

Phone:

888-490-2924

Fax:

412-490-2928

Email:

ltsupros@carlwalkerconstruction.com

Web: www.carlwalkerconstruction.com

ON TOP OF THINGS

NEW ROOF LEVEL DRIVING SURFACES RENEW GARDEN CITY PARKING GARAGES

Many building technologies seem like excellent ideas when they are introduced. Unfortunately, some

of these building approaches don’t stand up to the tests of time. Such was the case with parking

garages built with precast framing and hollow-core plank deck surfaces. Popular nearly 30 years ago,

hollow plank parking structures are built with a cross section of hollow tubes that allow chlorides and

other environmental agents to infiltrate the concrete and compromise reinforcement strands. When

this occurs, the hollow-core panels begin to sag and total replacement of the failed components is the

only effective repair option.

In the Long Island community of Garden City, New York, Carl Walker Construction, Inc. is putting the

finishing touches on the second phase of a $3.6 million hollow core deck replacement project for

Treeline Companies. The assignment involved removing the top floors from two adjacent parking

garages and replacing them with post-tensioned, cast-in-place decks. Work on the first garage housed

450 cars and the second garage was a 550-car structure.

“This was a challenging job,“ observed Joe White, Vice President of Carl Walker Construction, Inc.

“The garages serve a number of office buildings in the middle of Garden City, and it was essential

that they remain open during construction. To remove the hollow-core components, supplemental

connections were fabricated and installed and the floor was removed.”

With the compromised planks out of the way, steelwork was tied into the precast frame, and concrete

was then installed to form the new post-tensioned, roof-level parking surfaces. When the concrete

had cured, a traffic bearing membrane was installed to protect the roof levels from the elements.

Having a reputation for delivering well-done jobs

can open a number of unexpected doors. In June

2007, that was the case with McCaffrey Interests,

the Chicago-based developer responsible for the

restoration and build-out of the Cork Factory

apartment complex in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania’s

bustling Strip District. The company approached

Carl Walker Construction, Inc. with an interesting

request. Exceptionally pleased with the work the

company did on a new parking garage with

ground-floor retail space that was located

across the street from the apartment develop-

ment, McCaffrey asked President, Len Tsupros, if

his firm would be interested in building the new

Riverwalk that would provide apartment dwellers

with access to the Allegheny River.

“I said yes immediately,” commented Tsupros.

“It was a natural for us. Our design expertise

in the areas of concrete construction and

waterproofing, coupled with our experience in

working in tandem with other trades, allowed us

to move quickly on this project without disrupting

the activities of other contractors working on the

rehabilitation of the Cork Factory structures.”

The first step involved installing a steel, king-pile

retaining wall to protect the site from erosion and

river flooding. Once the wall was in place, walk-

ways and other architectural features were

installed to allow residents to enjoy the beautiful

scenery of the waterfront. In addition to safety

and aesthetics, the wall also provided a stable

structure to anchor a new marina complex.
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